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in view of the fact that, for over a year, further indentured immigration from
India had been prohibited by the Indian Government.
When the 1913 Bill, however, was introduced into Parliament, and the
Indian leaders observed the spirit in which the Indian question was dealt
with by the Union Ministers, grave fears were aroused that a situation, which had
already become still further complicated by the position created by the Searle
judgment, invalidating practically every Indian marriage, would once more
develop into a catastrophe. The Government were warned that the marriage
question must be settled if peace were desired, and that the racial bar must be
finally removed from the measure. Amendments were introduced and accepted
by the Government, purporting to settle the marriage controversy on the basis
of the recognition of de facto monogamous marriages, but, even as passed, the
Bill failed to satisfy the demands of the Passive Resisters, whilst the £3 tax
remained unrepealed, A final attempt was made by the Indian leaders to
avoid a revival of the struggle, and negotiations were once more opened with
the Government, so as to obtain a promise of remedial legislation in the next
session of Parliament. They were, however, interrupted by the European strike,
during the heat of which Mr, Gandhi, as spokesman of the Passive Resisters,
undertook to refrain from pressing the Indian case for the moment. Meanwhile,
a mission had proceeded to England to co-operate with the Hon. Mr. Gokhale,
at his urgent invitation, in order to bring home to the Imperial Govern-
ment and the British public the extreme gravity of the situation, and the cer-
tainty of the extension of the demands of Passive Resisters unless a settlement
of the points in dispute were promptly arrived at All these representations,
however, failed to conciliate the Union Government, which proved obdurate,
and a final warning was sent to them stating that unless assurances of the
introduction of legislative and administrative measures, in the following session,
were given to recognize in law the validity of de facto monogamous marriages
to remove the racial bar, as regards the Free State, to restore the right of entry
into the Gape Colony to South Africa-born Indians, to repeal the £3 tax,
and to administer justly and with due regard to vested interests existing
legislation operating harshly against Indians, Passive Resistance would be
immediately revived. The warning was ignored, and the struggle was resumed
in all its bitterness and on a much wider scale than before. Its incidents are
too fresh in the public mind to need more than a brief mention—the campaign
of the Indian women whose marriages had been dishonoured by a fresh decision
of the Supreme Court, at the instigation of the Government, the awakening
of the free and indentured labourers all over Natal, the tremendous strikes, the
wonderful and historic strikers* march of protest into the Transvaal, the horrible
scenes enacted later in the effort to crush the strikers and compel them to re-
sume work, the arrest and imprisonment of the principal leaders and of hundreds
—almost thousands—of the rank and file, the enormous Indian mass meetings
hdd m Durban, Johannesburg, and other parts of the Union, the fierce and

